
 

 

 

Good Sunday morning on this third Sunday 
of Advent.  The third Sunday of Advent is Gaudete 

Sunday and is meant to remind us of the joy that the world 
experienced at the birth of Jesus, as well as the joy that the faithful have reached the 
midpoint of Advent.  (source:  mercyhome.org) 
 
Today at 10am Mass, the fourth grade class will have an active participation role and 
then the fourth graders and their families will have a small reception in the Lower Parish 
Hall.  Each class will have a Class Mass this school year;   The reception today is just 
for fourth graders and their families.   
 
A great big tip of the Saint Charles hat to Ashley McCullough and all her 
volunteers last Thursday for the Night at the North Pole.  I heard from more than 
one adult that they were having so much fun and that things were "more calm" than in 
the past.  Thanks to the students who volunteered to help - they were so great with the 
little kids! 
 
Congratulations to our second graders who received the healing graces of the 
Father in reconciliation on Saturday.   What a true blessing for all of us!  Thank you 
to Mrs. Hamer and Mrs. Novak for all they did since August to prepare the kids for this 
sacrament.   
 

As parents/guardians/role models - make a plan to receive the healing 
from reconciliation at Saint Charles:  
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - be a model of faith for your children.  If not 
at Saint Charles, investigate other parishes.  Most have increased opportunities 
for reconciliation during Advent.   
At Saint Charles - -  
Advent Sundays:  December 11, 18 
after the 8:00 AM,  10:00 AM and 12:00 Noon Masses 
Friday, December 23: 11:00 AM - 12 Noon | 3:00 - 4:00 PM  & 7:30 - 8:30 PM 
 
If it has been a while since you have been a part of reconciliation, know that the priests are 
there to help you in so many ways.  Embrace mercy! 
 
Last week, information regarding Pokemon Club in the third and fourth quarters of this 
school year was sent home with student who are interested.    
 

 

http://mercyhome.org/


There are some changes to the "normal" this week - please read 
carefully! 
 
Monday - Student Savers is in the morning; there are orchestra lessons during the 
day.  Power of the Pen and Homework club are after school.  There is NO junior 
high math lab or orchestra rehearsal after school.  Youth Choir will rehearse until 
4:00pm. 

At 4:30pm, there is rehearsal for band and orchestra at Padua High School  The 
concert is at 7pm - ALL are invited!!  
 
Tuesday - There are no band lessons or after school rehearsal.  There is Homework club after 
school.   
We will review emergency drills with the students on Tuesday.  The teachers and I have 
scheduled times during the day to review procedures if there is a fire or tornado while 
students are in the cafeteria.   We are required to participate in various drills throughout 
the year.   
 
Wednesday - will be a scheduled service opportunity for Rock On Road Crew to visit Vista 

Springs.  Only those students who have indicated to our school campus minister, Mr. 
Brian Pelcin, that they want to participate will be involved.  Prior to that, all students are 
welcome to join Mrs. Hamer for 7am Mass - be sure to be in church at 
6:55am.  Students may bring some breakfast foods to Mrs. Hamer's classroom after 
Mass and before school begins.   
There is Homework club and Drama club after school on Wednesday.   
 
There will be a PTU meeting on Wednesday at 6pm on the third floor of the Parish 
Activity Center.  Babysitting will be available. Please see the PTU Facebook page 
for information about conversations to have with your kids prior to the meeting.   
 
Thursday  - There WILL be math tutoring for grade 5 at 7:30am.   There will be NO 
Student Council meeting after school.  There is also NO Homework club on 
Thursday after school.  There is rehearsal for junior high music ministry until 
3:45pm.  Chess club will meet after school until 3:30pm. 
 
Thursday will be a Christmas celebration for Tuesday/Thursday preschool.  Be 
sure to reference the Newsletter sent from Miss Oswald last week.   
 
ALL JANUARY LUNCH ORDERS ARE DUE - WITH CHOICES AND MONEY PAID   - 
- BY THURSDAY!!   
 
Friday - There WILL be math tutoring for grade 6 at 7:30am.   
 
All students/faculty/staff are invited to wear Christmas accents or dress up on 
Friday.  If your child has a Christmas dress or other specifically Christmas attire, he/she 
is welcome to wear that in place of all of the uniform. If your child simply has a 
Christmas sweater or sweatshirt, he/she is invited to wear that.  Accents on Friday 



include hoodies, nail polish, hats (Santa hats too), and every other creative idea 
that involves Christmas! 
Our junior high music ministry, youth choir, and specific first graders will have ministerial 
parts will be a part of the 8:30am Mass.  All are welcome to attend Mass on Friday 
morning.   
 
Friday will be a Christmas celebration for Monday/Wednesday/Friday preschool 
on Friday.  Be sure to reference the Newsletter sent from Mrs. Merold last week.   
 
ALL PRESCHOOOL AND KINDERGARTEN PARENTS - Remember that a collection 
is being held for hats and mittens on the Christmas tree (Thanks to Mr. Craig Salem for 
the new/used tree that will be part of drama club as well.) 
 
Friday morning after Mass will be a viewing of A Christmas Carol movie for 
everyone (k-8) in the gym.  Students are invited to bring a blanket or towel for the 
movie.  Simple snacks are also welcome. 
 
Friday afternoon at 1:15pm will be the annual Talent Show in the gym.   Again, all 
are welcome.   

Fifth grader Luke Hatgas asked if student athletes who win their basketball games on the 
weekend are permitted to wear their jerseys in place of the polo on Monday.  Sure 
thing!  Those who have PE on Mondays (room 303, room 9, third grade and fourth grade) may 
wear their basketball jersey on Tuesdays after the weekend win. Go Wildcats!! 
 
I am sure I will send another email during break - but in the meantime - know that the 
teachers and I are grateful to partner with you to bring Jesus to your children.  Are you 
able to donate to the Angel Scholarship Fund?  Have you shared the information with 
others in order to create a path for resilience and promising future?  We are thankful for 
so much more than we can express with words! 
 
Eileen Updegrove   

 


